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The Aims and Objectives of APCRI

To bring out regularly a bulletin of the association, which will cover the various scientific aspects of Rabies and will
keep us updated regarding newer developments on this fatal disease. It should be the aim of the Editor to maintain
a simple yet practical approach in the discussion on various topics.

To organize workshop/seminars/symposia/CME programmes on this subject in different parts of our country. These
programmes will be organized in collaboration with the local branches of Indian Medical Association, Indian Acad-
emy of Pediatrics, Associations of Community Medicine, Association of Physicians of India, and other non-govern-
ment organizations.

To undertake a national epidemiological surveillance to study the true figure of rabies deaths in our country so that
we know the real extent of this disease and its distribution in our country.

To work for improvement of stray dog control measures with a humane approach and strict implementation of laws
of licensing of pets by municipal authorities and routine immunization.

To lay emphasis on the practice of proper post-exposure treatment procedure and increase vaccine coverage.

To appeal to all authorities for the gradual phasing out of nerve tissue vaccine and its replacement by cell culture
vaccine as early as possible in the Government hospitals and health centers.

To appeal to the medical community regarding the importance of serovaccination therapy of category IIl (WHO) cases
and work for availability of safe and cheap rabies immunoglobulins at a subsidized rate from government sources.

To undertake multi-centric studies in the Government as well as private Rabies treatment centers regarding the
pattern of bites , types of biting animals , categorization of exposure , type of therapy and proper follow-up.

To invite and involve veterinary medical personnel , public health nurses and social service workers in this group and
to form a rational protocol of working together towards the cause of rabies prevention.

To establish relation with research groups in WHO and other important centers and organizations, both inside and
outside the country who have dedicated and distinct work and contributions to this subject.

The Office Bearers of the Executive Committee of APCRI

The Office Bearers of the present Executive Committee [2007 to 2009] of APCRI, are as follows:

President : Dr. G. Sampath.

Vice-Presidents ; Dr. R. Jayakumar and Dr. Sumit Poddar.

Secretary General g Dr. D. H. Ashwathnarayana.

Joint Secretary ? Dr. Hemanth Gohil.

Editor : Dr. Amlan Goswamni.

Treasurer > Dr. H. S. Ravish.

Zonal Representatives : North 2 Dr. Bhupinder Singh and Dr. Surinder Paul Kataria.
East : Dr. D. M. Satapathy and Dr. Arun Ghosh.
West 2 Dr. Ranjit Mankeshwar and Dr. Tapre Vinay Sridar.
Central : Dr. R. S. Sharma and Dr. Lakhan L Ahirwar.

- South : Dr. T. S. R. Sai and Dr. J. Ravi Kumar.
Immediate Past President : Dr. B. J. Mahendra.
Hon. Advisory Board : Dr. M. K. Sudarshan, Dr. R. L. Ichhpujani, Dr. S. N. Madhusudana

Dr. Abdul Rahman, Dr. Mala Chhabra
The APCRI Editorial Board
The members of the APCRI editorial board are as follows :
Dr. M. K. Sudarshan, Dr. R. Jayakumar, Dr. Amlan Goswami, Dr. S. N. Madhusudana, Dr. B. J. Mahendra,
Dr. D. H. Ashwathnarayana, Dr. G. Sampath, Dr. Tapan Kumar Ghosh and Dr. Sumit Poddar.

Association for Prevention and Control of Rabies in India (APCRI)

Registered Office:

Department of Community Medicine, Kempegowda Institute of Medical Sciences,
College, (2nd Floor), Banashankari 2nd Stage, Bangalore - 560 070, Karnataka State, INDIA
(O) 91-80-2671-5790 /91 / 92; (F) 91-80-2671-2798;

E-mails: gadeysampath@yahoo.co.uk; dh_ashwathnarayana@rediffmail.com;
amlan_kolkata29 @rediffrnail.com; drravishhs@rediffmail.com;
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New Year greetings to all members and well wishers.

Kerala has been named as “God’s own country”. As far as the health status of the people, reflected
by various indices like IMR, MMR etc, is concerned, Kerala is far ahead of many states in the country.
The commitment of the Government, Officials and Medical and Paramedical Staff has contributed to
this, apart from the public awareness due to the high literacy rate.

The latest example of this commitment is seen in the implementation of IDRV in Kerala. Though
Kerala was the first state in India to phase out NTV, only patients coming under BPL have been offered
full course of Rabies vaccine (IM) all these years. Now, with the introduction of IDRV, all patients can
be given the full course of vaccination

Intra Dermal Rabies Vaccine will definitely help in achieving the goal of “Zero Human Rabies” in
the next couple of years in Kerala.

APCRICON 2009 is being held at Thiruvananthapuram, the capital of Kerala. I invite all the APCRI
members to attend this conference.

With best wishes.
Date: 31-01-2009 Dr. G. Sampath
Place:'Hyderabad President, APCRI
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Secretary General’s Repor

Dear Members,

New year greetings to all of you.

The Country is witnessing a paradigm shift regarding “Rabies Prophylaxis” with some state Governments,
autonomous medical institutions & municipal corporations implementing cost effective Intradermal rabies
vaccination (IDRV).

Recently, some pharma companies are importing & marketing rabies vaccines without much clinical trials
in the country. There is also a debate & discussion on “Optimal ID dosage” based on the potency of the
vaccine. This has caused some serious concern among members of APCRI & corporate members.

Hence, APCRI is organizing a National Seminar on ‘Rabies Vaccines- Important Issues” on 1¢
March, 2009 at Vizag (Vishakapatnam), Andhra Pradesh to address these issues. I request all members of
APCRI & Corporates to actively participate in the seminar.

The 2 year pilot project on “Prevention of Human Rabies” launched by Government of India through
National Institute of Communicable Diseases (NICD), New Delhi has started in five cities viz. Delhi, Ahmedabad,
Pune, Bangalore & Madurai.

The next annual conference of APCRI (APCRICON 2009) is being organized by one of our active member
Dr Thomas Mathew at Thiruvananthapuram, in Kerala in July, 2009. You will receive the conference

announcement shortly.

For information on activities & reports of APCRI, visit www.apcri.org.

Date: 31.01.2009 Dr D H Ashwath Narayana
Place: Bangalore Secretary General - APCRI






